Resolution #07-02-04
“Supporting the Dental Health Needs of Indian Country”
Whereas, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB), a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho; and 

Whereas, the NPAIHB is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; and

Whereas, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes; and

Whereas, the American Indian and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) have the highest tooth decay rate of any population in the United States; in which 79% of AI/AN children aged 2-5 years having tooth decay, with 60% of these children having severe early childhood caries (baby bottle tooth decay); 87% of these children, aged 6-14 years, have a history of decay—twice the rate of dental caries experienced by the general population, and 91% of AI/AN young people, aged 15-19 years have caries; and
Whereas, this prevalence of caries infection exists in spite of the implementation of significant dental decay prevention programs by the Indian Health Service (IHS) and tribes, including fluoridation of water systems suitable for fluoridation, the use of topical fluorides and dental sealants, and education programs on oral health for children and parents; and
Whereas, the lack of access to professional dental care is a significant contributor to the disparities in oral health that exist in the AI/AN population; and
Whereas, there is 1 dentist for every 2,800 individuals in the IHS and tribal health clinics, compared with 1 dentist for every 1,500 individuals in the general population; and

Whereas, despite intense recruitment efforts and significant financial incentives, the IHS and the tribes continue to experience great difficulty in attracting dentists with one-fourth of the dentist positions at 269 IHS and tribal health facilities were vacant in 2000 and in some IHS Service Areas, a turnover rate of approximately 30%; and

Whereas, the dental health disparities for AI/AN children is a national epidemic that is a moral issue and social injustice that can only be addressed with a concentrated recruitment and deployment of dental health professionals to work in AI/AN communities and the development of practitioners that can effectively extend the ability of dentists to provide for children not receiving care and help to confront the significant oral health disparities existing in AI/AN children.
Therefore be it resolved, that the NPAIHB urges Congress to elevate the dental health needs of Indian Country and provide the necessary funding to address the dental health disparities in Indian Country.
Be it further resolved, that the NPAIHB support the Dental Health Aide program in Alaska and recommend that it be extended to tribes throughout Indian Country to address the dental health professional shortage that exists in Indian Country.
